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 Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle School 74

  61-15 Oceania Street, Bayside, NY  11364

  Telephone: (718) 631-6800   Fax: (718) 631-6899   Web:  www.MS74.com                 

   Mr. Anthony M. Armstrong, Principal
   Mr. Brian Anello, Assistant Principal, I.A.

   Ms. Lisa Perlstein, Assistant Principal

   Mr. Richard Schaffer, Assistant Principal

  







September, 2012
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

Welcome to a new school year! I am looking forward to spending the upcoming year with you all. The 8th grade curriculum consists of a review of 7th grade topics, in addition to: family, holidays and celebrations, the restaurant, the house and bedroom, chores, clothing, shopping, gift-giving, vacation, transportation, helping within the community, cinema and television, and technology. All classwork, homework, projects and test/quiz information can be found on my website: www.espanol74.yolasite.com. The New York City Proficiency Test will be administered in June to selected students. 

I would like to share my plan and grading policy for the 2012-2013 school year; it was designed to ensure the success of your child. The Foreign Language Department knows that we can count on your added help and support to enhance the academic performance of your student. Therefore, the following policies and procedures will be in effect at all times: 

Rules

1. All students must arrive on time and prepared for class.

2. Upon entering the room, students must sit in their assigned seat, take out the previous night’s homework, copy down the homework for that day and complete the “Haz Ahora” (Do Now).

3. All distracting materials (cell phones, iPods, video games, toys, etc.) will be confiscated. Food and gum are not permitted and if found may cause points to be deducted from their conduct grade, which also appears on the report card.

4. Students must come to class each day with the homework that they completed themselves. If homework is copied, parent/guardian signature will be required for the remainder of the year. The use of Spanish dictionaries is permitted, however any use of a translator will result in an automatic “0” for the assignment. If a student is absent, they have one day to bring in the homework. My “buddy” to call if I’m absent in order to find out the homework is: ________________________________________________.
5. Each student is required to have a 3 subject spiral notebook with perforated edges (or 3 sections of a binder), a 1 subject small notebook (personal dictionary), a folder and pencils/pens (preferably erasable). 

6. Students must raise their hands and wait to be acknowledged; calling out and private conversations during instruction are not permitted and may cause points to be deducted from their conduct grade. Moderate conversation is required during cooperative learning.

7. Students will verbally and physically respect each other and the teacher at all times.

8. All tests and quizzes must be signed.

9. Only 2 make-up homeworks are permitted per Marking Period, and these are only accepted if accompanied by a note from a parent/guardian.

10. Any student who wants to do extra credit must meet with me to discuss their individual situation. This will be given to students on an as-need basis at the teacher’s discretion.

Grading Policy

1. Tests, Quizzes and Projects
*Quizzes given approximately every other week; make-ups require parent note
60% 




*All tests and quizzes must be signed







*One major project is given per MP, at times accompanied by a smaller project




*All projects are assigned with a task and a class-made rubric, which are posted online




*Conferences will take place once per MP and will count as a test




*Notebooks will be collected randomly, at least once a MP, and will be graded as a quiz

2. Classwork


*Completion of the Haz Ahora and contribution to mini-lesson


20%




*Active class participation, asks questions and is attentive during whole class discussions



*Ability and effort to work with others collaboratively during group tasks/activities



*Ability and effort to work on independent tasks and reflections




*Attendance and punctuality




*Organization/preparation of materials and quality of class notes

3. Homework


*Given everyday, with the exception of quiz/State exam days


20%






*Checked daily; either spot-checked for completion and quality, or collected and graded 






*Spot-check is graded on a √-, √ or √+ scale, worth up to 5 points






*Collected homework might count as a quiz grade





*Only 2 make-up HWs allowed per MP, only accepted if accompanied by a parent note

Positive reinforcement is always used in our classroom to encourage and promote a healthy academic environment where your student feels comfortable and motivated. Your child’s education is a partnership between your family and our school, therefore your cooperation is appreciated to reach ultimate success with your child. Please review this letter with your student and return the lower portion of the letter signed.











Thanking you in advance,











Ms. Henshaw

I, ______________________________________ parent of _____________________________ of Class _____________ have 


read and understood the discipline plan and grading policy for Ms. Henshaw’s Spanish class.

_____________________________________________
________________________

Parent/Guardian signature




Date

_____________________________________________
________________________

Student signature





Date
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